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The Jackson speech provided
a tipoff to the changing thrust
in the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee’s interest in the future
development of atomic weapons
systems. Under Senator Jack-
son’s direction, the committee
has been conducting an inquiry,
into the anti-ballistic missile
1ssue — an ‘inquiry that the
Administration 'had expected
would lead to greater Congres-
sional pressure to deploy a
“heavy” defense system against

the Soviet Union.

Accepis Argument

Senator Jackson, however,
accepted the Administration’s
argument that at present it was
technically impossible to deploy
an effective defense against a
large-scale attack, such as the

derground testing in Nevada.i; pollistic missile by noting|Soviet Union would be capable
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‘mentation of "United States
|“safeguards” under the limited
‘test ban treaty of 1963, Mr.
lJackson said that results were
‘being obtained in underground:
‘tests “that were previously
thought impossible under the
treaty restrictions.” ,

The treaty precludes all
atomic tests except those con-
ducted underground.

The Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, Mr. Jackson said, has
been “somewhat handicapped”
in the last year in its under-
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ment of a- new- generation of
offensive missiles with larger,
more sophisticated warheads.

Senator Jackson contended
that the Soviet Union, in the
buildup of both its offensive
and defensive strength, was
presenting “a serious challenge”
to United States strategic. su-
petiority.

If the United States is. to
retain its strategic offensive
capability, he said; “we will
neerd another generation” of
lancl-based intercontinental mis-
siless with larger payloads and
usinig “multiple independently-
targ ietable re-entry vehicles,” or

ground nuclear testing.
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mis: sile warheads capable of hit-
ting several different targets.
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